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Nurse’s Corner- 

       Krista Penning RN, BSN 
 
I hope that everyone is 
enjoying this Spring-like 
weather.  I just wanted to 
remind you that with this 
weather the sun gets warmer 
(we hope anyway ☺ ) and 
the bugs get buggier.   
 
With these things in mind, I 
also wanted to remind you 
that if you feel your child 
requires bug spray and/or 
sunblock during the school 
day that a Doctor’s order will 
be needed and parental 
permission required.  You 
would have to supply the 
bug spray and/or sunblock 
and these items would be 
kept in the nurse’s office. 
When necessary, your child 
would then come to the 
nurse’s office and the nurse 
would apply as directed.  
 
I know this may seem 
extreme to some, but please 
remember that these policies 
are implemented for the 
safety of all individuals in 
school.  There may be others 
with certain allergies and/or 
disorders that can be 
severely affected by certain 
chemicals in these products.   
 
These forms can be picked 
up in the nurse’s office, or 
sent home with your child.  
You could also call your 
child’s physician and have  
 
 

them fax a Doctor’s Order 
over to my office with the  
appropriate information, 
and then send in the  
parental note giving 
permission.  The school 
nurse fax # is:   
(978) 827-5699.  
 
Parents of 3rd Graders:  Last 
reminder about submitting 
current physicals to school 
nurse. 
 

Parents of current 2nd 

graders:  Just an FYI to let 
you know that it is state 
mandated that all 3rd 
graders have a current 
physical on file from your 
child’s physician.  This is a 
friendly reminder to start 
sending those physical 
forms in, or calling your 
child’s physician to 
schedule an appointment, 
so that they will be ready 
for 3rd grade of the 
upcoming school year.  I 
understand, that this may 
not happen over the 
summer, but even if you 
send in a note letting me 
know the date of your 
child’s future appointment, 
I can file that temporarily. 
 
Parents of current 5th 

graders: You should have 
received the letters from 
the school nurse at 
Overlook Middle school 
reminding you that current 
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All family and 
friends are 

welcome to come 
and enjoy student 

art work and 
musical skills! 
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physicals are needed 
prior to entering 6th 
grade.  These were sent 
home with your child 
during the week of May 
18th. 
 

Last, but not least:   
Many of you are already 
aware, but there have 
been several cases of 
Conjunctivitis aka “Pink 
Eye” going throughout 
the school.  Letters were 
sent home with general 
information.  Also, we 
have recently had 
several cases of Fifth’s 
Disease.  This rash 
appears as though a 
child was “slapped” in 
the face (both cheeks), 
and a lacey red rash on 
arms/ legs and 
sometimes trunk/torso.  It 
is a mild rash illness that 
occurs most commonly in 
children. The rash is not 
contagious, and the 
child may be in school.  
The only mild concern 
would be to pregnant 
women. 
 

Key to prevention:  
Handwashing!!  If you 
have further questions 
please contact the 
school nurse.  Thank you!! 
 

 

http://www.neevia.com


 

2 TYPE TITLE HERE 
MUSIC News 

    BAND REHEARSELS:     Beginner Band rehearsals are held on Thursday   
afternoons during the school day, and Concert Band rehearsals are now held on 
Friday afternoons.  PLEASE make sure your child has his/her instrument for 
rehearsals.    Solo-Duet–June 4th  – JRB Cafetorium 

   Chorus…. Rehearsals are back to regularly scheduled Tuesday afternoons; 
after school.   

  
 

 

 

Placement for 
2009-2010 

  

 We are now accepting 
parental letters regarding 
their child’s learning style, 
emotional needs, and 
academic strengths and 
weaknesses for us to take 
into consideration as we 
begin to discuss the 
placement process for the 
2009-2010 school year.  
Due to potential 
reductions, many of our 
grade levels will look very 
different (number of 
sessions as well as teacher 
assignments).  If you have 
information you wish to 
share regarding your 
child’s needs, please 
submit a letter to the 
attention of Mrs. Wright 
prior to May 29th.  Again, 
we remind you that this is 
not a time to select your 
child’s teacher as requests 
for a specific teacher will 
be returned to you.  We 
want to know the 
environment in which you 
feel your child will thrive, so 
we can share this 
information with your 
child’s next teacher.   
  At this time, we are 
unable to ensure the 
continuation of looping 
classrooms at the John R. 
Briggs Elementary School.  
If looping continues, and 
your child is placed in a 
looping classroom you will 
be notified at the 
beginning of the school 
year by your child’s 
teacher.  At the end of the 
year, you will have the 
option of removing your 
child from the loop. 

 PTA News… 
Staff Appreciation Day 

June 10th 
It’s that time of year again 
when we would like to 
thank the teachers and 
staff for all of their hard 
work and dedication for 
making J. R. Briggs 
Elementary School a great 
place for our children.  This 
year we are showing our 
appreciation with a 
luncheon and we are 
asking for donations of 
lunch and dessert foods.  
Please contact Francine 
Carrigan at 978-827-5312 or 
fran.carrigan@verizon.net. 
 

Make Health Care 
Coverage Work For 

You! 
Wednesday, June 10th 

5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Colonial Hotel 

 
*  Free health screenings 
*  Learn healthy lifestyle 

choices 
*  Ask about the best health 

plan for you 
*  Learn how to best utilize and 

maintain your health care 
coverage 
RSVP:  978-343-5600 

X312 

 

12th Annual ORHS 
Booster Club 

Golf Tournament 
Mon., June 29th 

Westminster Country Club 
Support Our Student 

Athletes 
Heather Billings, 874-5900 

Briggs’ Running Club 
 

  Are you joining the JRB 
running club with Mr. 
Berg?  The Running 
Club will meet 
Wednesday and Friday 
mornings from 7:45 am – 
8:15 am, starting May 
8th, for students in 
grades 3 – 5.   
  Students should be 
dressed appropriately; 
sweatshirts, and 
sweatpants on cool 
mornings.  Sneakers are 
a must.    
  The Running Club will 
meet on the 4th/5th 
grade field at 7:45 am 
for check-in.  Parents 
are welcome to 
volunteer and get in a 
little physical activity to 
start their day, too.   

 

Pumpernickel 

Puppets 

Free Performance 
Tuesday, June 9th 
J. R. B. Cafeteria 

1:30 p.m. 
Call:  978-874-7312 

Sponsored by:  A-W 
Community Partnership 

 

Spartan I 
Boys & Girls 
Basketball 

Gr. 4 – 9 
July 27 – 31 

$125 
edawley@awrsd.org 

MCAS Corner 
 

Try this one… 
 
The table below shows 
the average monthly 
temperatures for 
Massachusetts over a 
30-year period 

Month  Temp. 
January  1°C  
February  0°C  
March  3°C  
April  ?  
May  15°C  
June  20°C  
July  23°C  
August  22°C  
September  18°C  
October  13°C  
November  7°C  
December  1°C  
The average 
temperature for April is 
missing.  Which is the best 
estimate for the average 
temperature for April? 

a. 1 C 
b. 10 C 
c. 16 C 
d. 20 C 

 
Answer to last issue’s BAL 
MCAS question:   
d.  Verb 

An Invitation for 
5th Grade Parents 

The Overlook PTO invites 
the parents of 5th 
Graders to attend our 
final meeting of the 2008-
2009 school year.  Please 
visit us on Wednesday, 
May 27th at 7:00 PM in 
the Overlook School 
Library, and hear about 
the events the PTO has 
helped and supported 
this year.  If anyone is 
interested in a 1-year 
position on the executive 
board please contact 
Gail Dumont at 978 827-
5619 or Linda Barrows at 
978 874-7933.  
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